
Examiner’s commentary

Although political speeches represent a popular choice of topic, this investigation is given a sharp focus 
by the candidate’s decision to compare the inaugural addresses of two different presidents. The context 
for the investigation is thus clearly established in the introduction and the subsequent background 
chapter, and the essay then moves swiftly into a detailed examination of each of the speeches chosen 
for study. Essays on media topics often tend to stop short by simply describing content, but here the 
analysis concentrates carefully on the rhetorical devices used and their persuasive and/or inspirational 
effect on the audience, aided by an effective use of subject-specific terminology. The word clouds 
provide a graphic illustration of the main emphases in the message of each president and act as neat 
conclusions to the respective chapters. There is an attempt to compare and contrast the different 
oratorical styles, although this could have been taken further in the final paragraph of the essay. The 
layout conforms to that of a formally presented academic paper; the inclusion of the text of the 
speeches in the appendices, including the candidate's working notes, is helpful here. The RPPF 
(“Reflections on Planning and Progress Form” at the bottom of each essay) conveys a fresh and engaged 
response to the topic with some consideration of how the research evolved. 

The IB believe that content owners have the right to protect their property from theft. We are working 
to make digital content widely available while protecting it through strategies that meet our community 
expectations. Piracy is best addressed through consumer education, the enforcement of current 
copyright laws and new technologies and business models that make legal access to digital content 
easy, convenient and affordable. Any violation of IB’s copyright will be prosecuted to the fullest extent 
of the law.



































How do Barack Obama and Donald Trump use rhetorical devices to set the tone for their 
respective presidencies? 
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